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In widespread achievement tests, their raw scores are usually used in order to evaluate exam-

inees’ academic ability. Item response theory (IRT) is a new theory, which is hopeful in that it
has the possibility to replace traditional achievement tests based on its raw scores. Adoption
of IRT enable us to evaluate the essential academic ability of examinees without being affected
by each item’s characteristics. Instead, some specific technical points caused by the theoretical
framework of IRT, management of its item pools and its sample sizes, need to be considered.
In this paper, paying attention to these points, we discuss the effective use of IRT in actual
academic scenes.
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